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l 0 On 9 October 1950 it was learned that the perimeter of the 

maneuver area touched the towns of a ken , Magdeburg, ^Itengrabov, 
ittenborg and iifossiau. The troops engaged in the maneuvers were 
said to have come from Koethon, Zerbst, .-ittenberg and Aosslau. 
The maneuver area had been placed off limits to all traffic, in- 
cluding pedestrians * Civilian motorists wore informed by Volks- 
polizei personnel that the ^osslau-Viesonburg road 7/as blocked * 
from 6 to 10 October, 'highway No 13U from Dessau to Magdeburg, 
the Dessau Neekcn-Aken road and highway N 0 18? from Rosslau to 
.Wittenberg between 9 and 11 October 1950® Security measures along 
the oeri motor of the maneuver area wore much stricter than in the 
fall of 19h9o * 


On 9 October 1950 units from the Aitengrabow troop training ground 
marched to tho maneuver area* The aroa north of the itosslau-lfeinsdorf- 
Thieesen line was blocked, to all civilian traffic, including pedes- 
trians* The restriction on traffic was enforced by Volkspolizei 
personnel. It wss said that tho maneuv _rs involved about 333 tanks* 

Six generals were seen* Tho troops from -Itongrabovr moved to their 
assembly points via the area of Lindau-Loburg-KXein loitzlcau- 
Juetrichau-Draxabach-rdetzmecko Ifeavy artillery fire started at 
nightfall and continued tliroughout the night. At 7 p.m« a convoy of 
25 trucks with troops, 3 light AT guns, 2 field kitchens and 2 SP. guns 
passed through Itosslau and moved toward. Zerbst. 


i ] The artillery fire continued until 

10 a*m 0 on 11 October 1950® Afterwards the troops crossed the blbe 
liver in amphibious vehicles, heading westward. A bridge was later 
thrown across the river. The exorcise ended on the evening of 11 
October 1950 o During the day 16 single-engine aircraft, 8 twin-engine 
aircraft and 16 jet fighters participated in the e xercise. Four air 
force trucks were observed heading 

toward Zerbstl 


3, The troops left tho maneuver area on 12 ^ctobor 1?50* T-3U tanks were 
loaded on three trains in Akeru Thirty-five heavy artillery pieces, in- 
cluding XQQ-nim guns and 150 -mm howitzers, were loaded on three trains 
over makeshift ramps along the line between Juetrichau and Tornau* 
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Thirty-six heavy guns were loaded on three trains at tho Rosslau 
freight station* Of those loaded in Rosslau, the first train was 
loaded with one jeep and two trucks 


ho Ilotor vehicles observed during the maneuvers between 9 and 12 October 
1950 had I l 
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Comment* A 0001 x 1111 " to reports 


I the following 
ig tile first half 


maneuvers were conducted in the area specified during 
of October 1950 * The maneuvers are believed to have been held independent 
of each other* 

Uagdebur r^Altongrabow-Dessau-Akon area t Uaneuvors primrily involving 

elements of the Third ohock Army* | “ | 

,.roa east of Jittonb erg; Dtr earner os sing practices of el ements of the 
Third Ids ^cz army* J - headquarter# 

units of the Third yh ^uez Army, elements of the 6th arid 8th Gds Tank 
mvs * thQ 6th Arty 0iv f the 2d Gds AAA Div a nd the AAA. Div of the Third 
Gels Alecs Army participated in the aracticoso 

For sk etch of maneuver area see Annex* — 

** l | Commen t * The information supplements the general data on the fall 

laancuvars 6TT5ie Third Shock itrrny, given in paragraph 1 of subject report* 
It strengthens the previous assumption that these maneuvers also included 
major stream-crossing practices* The crossing of the JSlbe River on 11 
October 1950 took place after heavy artillery preparation* recording to 
I I subject report, the units participating 

in those exercises included headquarters units of the Third bhock Arif 
and the IX Utz kwifle Corps and elements of the 18th luces Div, the 9Uth Gds 
Lfta . Rifle Div, the 20?th Lltz Rifle Div, the 6th Arty Div, the artillery 
division from Potsdam and the 6th Gds AAA Div* Compare a re wort stating 
that tank components of the 20?th Kta Rifle Div were load od in Dtendal°on 

30 De pt umber 1950 and shipped t oward Ivlagdeburg* | 1 

Since | | the lltth Gds Llecs uiv were also observed in 

the maneuver area, i - o xs possible that elements of this division, which is 
a component of the Thir d Gds I.locz Army, my have participa ted in the exer- 


cises* Compare a report [" 


I xih* ell S’tcl'Lcd 

a series of troop trains started moving iron Juetorbos and Forst Sinna to 
the Halle railroad district on h October 11^0 „ | ~| 
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It is believed that the trains dispatched iron the Juetorbog area 
mostly carried compononts of the liath Ids Me cz Div which were to 
take part in the maneuvers® However ^ subject report fails to givo 
any ledds as to whether elements of the 19th 3ds Fees Div wore also 
engaged in the maneuvers * Mince units of this division had been 
loaded on trains in ^aldansleben in bate September and early October 
19?0* but had not arrived at their homo station of Cuonsdorf <, it is 
still bxlieved that they also participated in the fall maneuvers of 
the Third Chock Army* | | 

| | Common to The report indicates that GIIQ units, primarily artillery 

and engineer units 5 also participated in the maneuvers of the two armies * 
The unidentified engineer regiment of the GOFCx from Potsdam-Nedlite left 
its post as early as the be^innin:^ of September 1950* going to the Elbe 
I&ver for exercises J 1 The 3HQ engineer units from b e ssau 

left their pos t in early October 1950 to participate in the maneuvers 0 

| Available information indicates that the maneuvers in 
the waatlebur^ vittenbor^Dossau area were completed by 15 October 1950 o 

Subject report also states that the tip ops in the 

maneuver area started departing on 12 0 eto'har 1950 o 


1 Annex s 1 - sketch on ditto 0 
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